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Profits Dynamite 


Large corporations, angling for 
control of war production, accom- 
plished their aims by getting some 
of their own Officials and em- 
ployees appointed as War Depart- 
ment chiefs of procurement of 
supplies, ‘These representatives, 
working in close cooperation with 
the Army and Navy, cou’d do just 
about as they pleased with vast 
expenditures for war materials. 

Congressional investigating com- 
mittees have got a lot of publicity 
over the exposure of minor scan- 
dals, such as the notorious Gars- 
son case where small time sharpers 
in league with an American sena- 
tor piled up millions out of war 
contracts, But that is small fry 
compared to the steady plunder of 
some of the large corporations. 
Advertising contracts and lobby- 
ists in Washington have so far not 
only kept the press silent, but have 
also scared cut congressmen from 
further investigations that would 
lead to really big game. 


Investigation Needed 


To give you an idea of what we 
mean, here is what one senator, 
who isn’t so easily scared, had to 
say. This item fortunately ap- 
peared in some papers in the 
Washington Merry-Go-Round col- 
umn. Senator Glenn H. Taylor 
stated that: 

“As the weeks roll by, it is be- 
coming increasingly apparent that 
there is a real need for a thor- 
ough investigation of war profits 

. a solid, studious and exhaus- 
tive study of who made how much, 
who sabotaged Franklin D. Roose- 
velt’s policy of equality of sacri- 
fice, and how all this is going to 
affect you and me in the future. 
It is political dynamite, equally 
dangerous to respected figures in 
both parties, but it is too impor- 
tant for squeamishness. 

“...tITam... anxious to learn 
the nature of the loyalties of the 
military and industrial figures who 
negotiated our war contracts and 
who determined procurement policy. 

“It became clear, very early :n 
the war, that the large corporate 
giants were in the saddle. Their 
officials donned uniforms and sat 
down with their erstwhile col- 
leagues to negotiate contracts, It 


(continued on next page) 


HE CAPITALISTIC FORCES OF AMERICA are in almost com- 

plete control of our economy again after several years of war- 
imposed restrictions. From here on out, labor and management must 
show a self-imposed process of reformation or we shall some day be 
caught up in a violent revolution. The choice is between reformation 
or revolution. Labor must produce and management must share. There 
is no alternative. If either fails, both fail. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


HAT PRICE SELFISHNESS? All through the OPA price con- 

trol conflict, the voice of large business interests consistently 
maintained that the fight was “free enterprise vs. bureaucratic con- 
trol.” Such an interpretation is as dangerous as it is deceptive, al- 
though it is the picture constantly kept before the public eye by the 
great industrial and financial forces that so largely dominate our press 
and radio. 

The effort to control the trend of prices and wages did not stem 
from the New Deal bureaucracy except in an incidental way. The idea 
came from authoritative, non-partisan economic advisers in our Treas- 
ury Department and elsewhere in the government and was based upon 
the realization that our public debt now is of such staggering propor- 
tions that any failure of our economic system to function at a high level 
would have the most disastrous effect upon the whole nation, This 
debt simply cannot be maintained unless there is a high production 
and high wage economy so that a high tax level also can be main- 
tained. 

If our boom ends in a bust, we shall all get hurt. The reason the 
government spokesmen do not dare come out and say this directly is 
because to do so would be to create fear concerning the mountains of 
government securities that the public and thousands of banks and 
insurance companies hold. The government is sound, its finances are 
sound, and the billions of dollars worth of government paper are 
good. But if our economy gets out of hand, either from inflation or 
depression, it will spell catastrophe. If selfishness reigns supreme, any 
government, any financial system can be wrecked rapidly—and self- 
ishness has ruled in this country for the past twelve months. 

Labor has often been justified in striking, but also has frequently 
put its own interests first in a blind, selfish and destructive way. 
Large business interests have, on a huge scale, diverted production of 
staples in order to make swollen profits in other lines. Every one 
knows that there could have been plenty of clothing, butter, meat and 
nearly everything else if millions of tons of needed stocks had not 
been held back to squeeze out the last possible cent of gain. It has 
happened all along the line in building materials, textiles, clothing, 
meat and other commodities. 

It is also an indisputable fact that government bungling and un- 
fair and unjust administration of price control greatly increased these 
disturbing developments. But the big point that we had better get into 
our minds quickly and keep clear on is that the government is not 
trying to destroy free enterprise, no matter what propaganda, spon- 
sored by large business interests, bas tried to make the country believe. 


(continued on next page) 


Communists Lose Out 


There is great encouragement in 
the fact that the communist forces 
operating in Germany under Soviet 
sponsorship have failed to make 
progress. This was revealed by 
recent German election returns. 
The reason for this failure has 
been the strength of the Christian 
opposition, Press réleases have 
played up the failure of commu- 
nism to capture the distressed 
German mind, but has hardly men- 
tion the fact that Christian forces, 
both Protestant and Catholic, are 
responsible for the leadership and 
courage that defeated the com- 
munists. 

The Christian socialist groups, 
which have fought to save the 
soul of Germany from this new on- 
slaught, are for the most part 
made up of hungry, ragged and 
often homeless people, living in the 
rubble of their destroyed cities. 
They have been able not only to 
outguess the Russian-backed lead- 
ers, who have the unlimited re- 
sources of the Soviet behind them, 
but have been able to carry on 
counter measures to keep the Ger- 
mans on the side of Christian de- 
mocracy, although it is of neces- 
sity a socialized form of democ- 
racy. 


Marines in China 


Considerable consternation and 
not a little anxiety exists in Wash- 
ington over the reaction of thou- 
sands of United States Marines in 
China, who were supposedly sent 
there to disarm the Japanese but 
instead have been compelled to pal 
with Japanese troops. Both Mar- 
ines and Japanese are used to 
patro] railroads and guard mine 
properties owned by the British 
and Dutch in North China. 

These Marines write letters home 
and eventually they get home 
themselves, and what they have 
to say is not helpful to our State 
Department policy. The Marines 
don’t like the way they have been 
forced suddenly to be buddies with 
the very Japanese they were 
trained to fight; they don’t like 
having to guard foreign-owned 
property from the encroachments 
of Chinese communists, They don’t 
like the Chinese communists who 
sometimes shoot at them, but they 


(continued on next page) 





Profits Dynamite 
(continued) 


was all very clubby. Smaller firms, 
which had no such connections 
with the Chairborne Infantry, were 
at a decided disadvantage. Re- 
cently I accused the railroads «f 
overcharging the government on 
military freight during the war, 
and named the men who were sup- 


posed to serve as the Army’s 
watchdogs in making railroad 
freight rates. Four of the five 


were railroad Officials before the 
war. They have s'nce returned to 
their roads at substantial promo- 
tions. No War Department em- 
ployee could request a rate reduc- 
tion for the government without 
clearing the proposal with these 
railroad men. 

“Other industries, too, sent brave 
sons to the Pentagon and the 
WPB, where they ran the procure- 
ment and production programs. 
Never were buyer and seller so 
completely agreeable, The proces- 
sion to excessive war profits 
skipped in blissful harmony under 
an archway of gleaming sabers. 
What Price National Defense ? 

“Before the war, the investiga- 
tion by the Temporary National 
Economic Commission did a great 
deal to reveal tendencies toward 
monopoly control. It told us which 
way we were headed, and what 
made our economy tick. It was 
called off as we entered upOn war 
preparations. For, as Roosevelt 
organized the defenses of the 
United States to meet the nazi- 
fascist aggression, he learned that 
a high price would be exacted by 
the b'g business boys for coopera- 
tion in the aefense of the nation: 
Enormous war profits, plus a still 
greater control of the national 
economy. The TNEC was one of 
the first to be taken hostage. 

“It was apparent that President 
Roosevelt could not fight a two- 
front war against the Axis abroad 
and the big business lobby at home. 
The monopolies refused to accept 
war-production orders unt?l ac- 
celerated tax amortization laws 
were enacted, In several instances 
they refused contracts until they 
were paid their own prices; their 
patriotism was cost-plus. Soon the 
familiar National Association of 
Manufacturers faces were seen at 
the helm of America’s war pro- 
duction effort. By the end of 1945 
the 36 largest manufacturing cor- 
porations, as listed by the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, 
had increased their net working 
capital by $10,000,000,000 of high- 
ly liquid assets—twice the net 
working capital of all manufactur- 
ing corporations in 1939. Mergers 
increased, government facilities 
were taken cver and the concen- 
tration of economic power reached 
new heights. 

Fate of Small Business 

“During the war there was 
much discussion in the newspapers 
about what was being done for 
small business. The Sma'l Business 
Act and the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation received much publi- 
city, and President Roosevelt 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


The very economists to whom big business often turns for counsel 
have warned the government that we are heading for a very dangerous 
precipice unless a strong control is exercised over prices and wages. 
That control must come from within or from without. And the pros- 
pects—on the record of the past twelve months—are certainly not 
good for controls from within. 

As we forecast a year ago, there should yet be from twelve to 
eighteen months of boom with high production. By late ’47 the civil- 
ian goods demand will be well fulfilled. By ’48 the civilian goods 
market will probably be saturated and from then on anything can 
happen—and probably will! 

In the meantime, if prices continue to go up, a whole new series 
of wage demands and strikes will occur. Many unions are already set 
to strike. So even the continued boom will have a deceptive economic 
surface over a tumultuous tide of unrest and conflict. America has the 
resources, the aggressive leadership and production technique neces- 
sary to lead the world into a new day of prosperity and well being. 
We shall do it some day, but it is becoming evident that such leader- 
ship will not come until, through suffering, we have learned that 
selfishness is not the path to greatness. Apparently that suffering is 
still ahead of us, Are you afraid of it? Why? Isn’t it worth missing a 
meal or two, if need be, to find our real destiny? Or are we so em- 
bedded in softness and comfort that we are afraid of the kind of days 
that make men and nations great? 


ROGRESS BLOCKED. Fully realizing that the labor unions will 

soon be driving for an annual wage policy aimed to protect the 
worker from the threat of depression cycles, several of the more pro- 
gressive business management groups are leading out with plans of 
their own for general wage security. These management plans will in 
effect accomplish all that the annual wage idea can promise, but are 
designed to tie labor to long-range increased production schedules 
that will enable business to adopt such wage guarantees as are sought 
by the workers. Unfortunately, these progressive management groups, 
many of them associated with some very large industries, are not only 
facing opposition from the die-hard reactionaries in top flight business 
circles, but also are being opposed by some of the labor leaders who 
do not want to lose the whip hand in their leadership of the workers. 
They fear that that might happen if good labor ideas come from the 
management side of the fence. 


ATICAN AND COLLABORATION. Many important issues of 

wide significance are involved in the widely-publicized arrest and 
trial of the Yugoslav Roman Catholic Archbishop Stepinatz. These 
issues have not reached the public ear due to Catholic pressure on the 
American press and radio. 

(Let it be stated emphatically again that BETWEEN THE LINES is 
not anti-Catholic. Where great spiritual issues are in conflict behind 
the scenes, however, whether they be Protestant, Catholic, Jew, Budd- 
hist, Hindu or Moslem, we believe the truth of the issues should not 
be suppressed. Suppression of truth is not the democratic way . . . or 
the Christian way. Let there be light and let us all, Protestant, Catho- 
lic, Jew, Buddhist, Hindu or Moslem, move forward in the light!) 

Unquestionably the Yugoslav Archbishop has served the cause 
of all Christianity by his brave stand before the power and courts of 
the Tito regime, regardless of his motives. 

While Christianity has won a great victory in Russia over the 
plans of the atheistic Bolshevik leaders and religious freedom has 
made great gains in the Soviet, yet it is also true that the Soviet oc- 
cupational forces outside of Russia have been guilty of the suppres- 
sion and persecution of religion in varying degrees. This is due, how- 
ever, to the fact that the principal religion in such places as Poland 
and much of the Balkans is Roman Catholic, and the Church has been 
historically inseparably interwoven with the landed aristocracy and 
the old regimes and thus has been the core of resistance against all 
movements to free the people from the tyrannies of the past. 

It is unquestionably true, and constitutes the major tragedy of 
our day, that the new tyranny of the peasants and workers groups 
under Russian sponsorship is sometimes as cruel and harsh in its 
methods as that of the old ruling classes, but it still remains a fact 


(continued on next page) 





Profits Dynamite 
(continued) 


made a genuine attempt to pre- 
vent the accumulation of war for- 
tunes. But the Small Business Act 
was used chiefly to exempt the 
railroads from anti-trust laws. 
President Roosevelt’s proposal for 
a $25,000 sa’ary limitation was 
immediately junked by Congress. 
The Smaller War Plants Corpora- 
tion finally shut down, admitting 
that its effort was ony a drop in 
the bucket. 

“As a final act of despair, the 
SWPC issued a report which de- 
scribed the concentration of wealth 
that took place during World War 
II. (See Between The Lines, Sep- 
tember 2, 1946.) ‘During both 
world wars,’ the report states, ‘the 
importance of big business rose 
sharply. War contracts were is- 
sued predominantly to the large 
concerns, They accumulated huge 
profits and controlled the destinies 
of great numbers of workers’... 
When the second world war came 
along, ‘firms with 1,000 or more 
employees had 30 per cent of the 
total employment in all trades and 
industry and 36 per cent of the 
total payroll. By 1943 these fig- 
ures had risen to 44 and 53 per 
cent.’ No less than two-thirds of 
the total prime contracts, the re- 
port shows, went to the top 100 
corporations. 

Can Small Business Survive ? 

“We need a thorough investiga- 
tion that will show us how we can 
restore a real competitive economy 
which will make it possible for 
small business to survive, and 
which wil evoid another depres- 
sion. That can be accomplished 
only by uncovering the whole story 
of war profits and of war-time 
trends toward concentration of 
wealth and e:imination of competi- 
tion, In short, I want the TNEC 
to take up where it left off. It 
doesn’t have to make racy and 
lurid reading, but it must be schol- 
arly and thorough. I don’t just 
want to whip the pig for breaking 
into the corn shed. I want to bring 
him out to sce how fat he’s grown, 
and to find out whether he’s get- 
ting too big for the rest of the 
animals in the barnyard.” 


Marines In China 
(continued) 

like them more than they like the 
Chinese nationalist troops who 
swagger around with all kinds of 
high priority American supplies. 

One Marine officer, a former ~ 
college professor, wrote: ‘What 
we are really doing out here is to 
preserve a status quo which is 
dead certain to lead to more 
trouble — probably with Russia. 
The British and Dutch interests 
here are hated by the Chinese peo- 
ple for their history of exploita- 
tion. Then we are hated by the 
people for protecting these inter- 
ests. In the meantime, the Nation- 
alist government and its troops 


are becoming more and more rep- 
resentative of the power of those 
of great wealth in China who are 
willing to play along with Britain, 
America and the Dutch as long as 


(continued on next page) 





Marines In China 

(continued) 
we will help them stay on top. 
Ang all the while the people them- 
selves become more bitter and 
more destitute. The day draws 
near when the lid will blow off 
and the whole thing land in the 
hands of the communists who have 
obviously nade life better for the 
common people in the areas they 
control. 

“We don’t like the Russians out 
here any better than you folks do 
at home, put we wish that the 
men who are running the show in 
Washington knew a little better 
what they are doing ... or do 
they? Can it be true that they 
want so much to preserve a few 
investments p‘anted in the soil of 
China a little longer? Well, they 
will lose everything soon enough 
anyway and in the meantime, why 
can’t we have a foreign policy that 
isn’t so plastered with dollar marks 
and British pounds and which has 
more democracy in it?” 

We have a hunch that that Ma- 
rine officer used to teach history 
and economics. We also have a 
hunch that he will do some real 
teaching when he gets home! 


Labor Governments 


Australia, like England, has a 
Labor government. This Labor 
government of Australia, in power 
longer than the London Laborites, 
has been successful not only in 
winning reelection but has also 
made substantial gains in the re- 
cent balloting “down under.” This 
has resulted in quieting the pro- 
phecies by conservatives in Eng- 
land and the United States that 
the Labor forces would not succeed 
in holding their place and would 
be replaced by conservative re- 
gimes as soon as the post-war 
period was really established. 

Most students of social science 
are convinced that the swing to 
the left, toward socialism and not 
communism, will continue to be- 
come more and more deeply rooted 
rather than fading out as the re- 
sult of a temporary war-time re- 
action of the people. 

Also, business circles in the 
United States have been circula- 
ting reports that the English La- 
bor government was being forced 
to slow down its nationalization 
program. Such reports claimed 
that the slow down was due to the 
failure of the nationalization of 
coal, housing and banking to work 
out successfully. However, the Lon- 
don government announced that it 
was not stopping the nationaliza- 
tion of British industries and that 
all British steel compan‘es would 
be next to be nationalized ... the 
announcement that American busi- 
ness dreaded most! 

As if in answer to the reports 
current in America, the Laborites 
announced that they are not has- 
tening the nationalization program 
because they are trying to do a 
careful job of it in accomplishing 
the needs of the modern England, 
and also in satisfying the share- 
holders whose businesses are being 
taken over. 


(continued in third column) 


DANGEROUS GROUND 





Ovr OWN 
SELFISH DESIRES 














Selfishness and disregard of others seem always to be associated to- 
gether. The further we pursue our selfish interests the more hazardous is 
our happiness. Selfishness flaunts its most tempting flowers at the very 
extremity of this dangerous ground. That is why selfishness brings so much 
despair and disaster while Christian living becomes the most secure living. 
The first demand of Christianity is that we forget ourselves and lose our 
lives in the service of God and humanity. Such a course of life brings 
progress and keeps us away from the dangerous precipices. But those who 
turn their backs upon the Christian path of life and follow their own self- 
centered desires in the end have failed God, their fellow men and themselves. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


that land reforms and industrial and social reforms have won the 
popular support of the peasants and workers in these areas. The wide- 
spread illiteracy perpetuated in every country under Roman Catholic 
domination and the widespread educational program of the worker- 
peasant revolutionary movement is another point that enters into the 
situation. And of great importance also is the fact that Protestantism, 
severely persecuted and suppressed under the Catholic regime, is now 
allowed freedom to carry on its work, as is true in Russia where be- 
fore the Revolution the Russian Orthodox Church severely persecuted 
Protestantism. So while the Yugoslav prelate stood for religion as 
such before the extremists of the Tito revolutionary regime, the Amer- 
ican press and radio gave no hint of these other forces that were op- 
erating behind the scenes. 

The network of the background may also be seen and studied on 
a larger scale. For instance, it is of course widely known that the 
same pattern operated in Spain with the Franco fascist regime, 
financed and sponsored largely by Vatican support; that Mussolini 
was favored by the same circumstances and that, until the last, the 
Vatican harbored and sheltered some of the most notorious fascist 
henchmen. Also the concordat between the Vatican and Hitler and the 
nazi regime, which offered salvation from revolution to the German 
aristocracy, still stands and at this writing has not been cancelled or 
repudiated by the Vatican. 

The close ties of the Roman Catholic church to the nazi regime 
at many points is another reason for the ruthless attitude toward the 
Church of the Soviet occupational forces and their puppet leaders 
such as Tito. For instance the Catholic bishops of Austria welcomed 
the nazis and issued edicts promoting full cooperation with them, a 
fact well known to students of current history. The Converted Catho- 
lic magazine for February, 1946, printed a photostatic copy of a letter 
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Labor Governments 
(continued) 

Few Americans realize that 
British laws do not permit any one 
to earn more than $25,000 a year. 
President Rooseve!t suggested such 
a war-time measure for the United 
States, but the suggestion was 
squashed on the spot by large 
business interests and their rep- 
resentatives in Washington. The 
law still stands in England. Many 
rich English families live on a 
scale far beyond that, but their in- 
come in excess of $25,000 is drawn 
of necessity from capital holdings 
which cannot be replaced, The La- 
bor government does not object 
to that practice—in fact it favors 
it, as a means of distributing all 
the more speedily accumulated 
wealth which for generations may 
have been hoardeg and handed 
down within the family. 


Democracy for Whom? 
Jan Christian Smuts made won- 
derful speeches about democracy, 
but on his own home grounds 
things are different. He has just 
about broken the strike of Rand 
gold miners, black natives, 50,000 
of whom went out, with another 
150,000 threatening to follow, ask- 
ing better conditions and $2.00 a 
day. Taking advantage of a prej- 
udicial Labor Regulations Act 
making refusal to work illegal, 
police rounded up scores, fired in- 
to strikers, killed half a dozen and 
wounded nearly 450. The strikers’ 
demands seemed fantastic; the 
wicked fellows had hitherto worked 
for 45 cents a day plus food. So 
you see what Mr. Smuts means by 
democracy.—W.P. 


Here’s What They Said 


Here are some interesting reve- 
lations of the double standards and 
double talk of power politicians: 

“Today there is a new Italy, 
which, under the stimu'us of the 
personality of Mussolini is showing 
a new vigor and new efficiency in 
administration and measures to 
improve the condition of the peo- 
ple,” said Lord Halifax and Neville 
Chamberlain in a joint statement 
issued at Rome, Italy, in 1939, just 
before the war! 

Winston Churchill wrote in Col- 
lier’s, September, 1938: “Had there 
been no war and no aftermath of 
war, Signor Mussolini would still 
have been great.” 

L. S. Amery, Secretary of State 
for India, made a speech in the 
House of Commons in 1933, in 
which he said: ‘While it is no part 
of our policy to foster a quarrel 
between Japan and Soviet Russia, 
it would be no concern of ours, if 
such a quarrel is developed into 
war, to prevent Japanese expan- 
sion in Eastern Siberia . . . Our 
policy in India, our policy in Egypt, 
stand condemned if we condemn 
Japan.” 

Duncan Sandys, formerly of the 
British Foreign Office—he mar- 
ried Winston Churchill’s daughter 
—stated in the House of Commons 
in May, 1935: “I urge that Ger- 
many be given freedom to rearm. 
Our government shou'd conclude 
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Here’s What They Said 


(continued) 


an agreement with Hitler by which 
in return for his undertaking to 
renounce all designs on the British 
Empire, we should see to it that 
the great energies, ambitions, and 
enthusiasms of the New Germany 
are directed into channels where 
they will not clash with the essen- 
tial interests of Great Britain. We 
should lend sympathetic ear to 
Germany’s legitimate claims and 
aspirations in other fields.” 

These men are still in the fore- 
ground of worla politics and are 
pushing both openly. and secretly 
for war with Russia. 

The quotations are from “Pam- 
phlets for Peace.” 


Religion in Poland 


Religious freedom and persecu- 
tion in today’s Poland is following 
much the same pattern as in Rus- 
sia. In pre-revolutionary Russia, 
the established state church (the 
Russian Orthodox) severely perse- 
cuted all religious bodies outside 
of that church. When the Soviet 
government was established, the 
communists persecuted all religions 
during the first period of its pow- 
er, but the persecution of the com- 
munists was actually less severe 
on Protestants than had been that 
of the Orthodox state church. Then 
later on all persecution ceased and 
Protestant forces have grown in 
Russia very rapidly. 

Now in Poland, where the Ro- 
man Catholic Church before the 
war severely suppressed all other 
faiths, equal rights have been 
granted to all religious denomina- 
tions. Before the law, both Catho- 
lic and Protestant sects are guar- 
anteed freedom of worship and or- 
ganization, In _ effect, various 
groups report some difficulties, due 
perhaps to newness of the situa- 
tion and the genera] political un- 
rest. The Council of Protestant 
Churches, containing in its mem- 
bership five denominations, is offi- 
cially recognized by the govern- 
ment, as is also the Ecumenical 
Council, with thirteen different re- 
ligious bodies. 


India’s Moslems 


Considerable light has _ been 
thrown on the situation in India 
by a statement reaching this coun- 
try from Mahatma Gandhi’s son, 
one of India’s leading editors. His 
statement was quite generally 
suppressed, appearing in only one 
or two American publications, Said 
Mr. Gandhi, in the course of his 
report on tndia’s affairs and par- 
ticularly veferring to the recent 
bloody riots in India: 

“This most unfortunate lapse 
{the rioting} which I regard as a 
national humiliation, is due entire- 
ly to the unchecked agitation 
which, under the British aegis, 
Mr, Jinnah {the Moslem leader} 
and his followers have been al- 
lowed to carry on during the last 
four or five years. 

“The Labor cabinet has no re- 
sponsibility in the matter, but 
those who preceded the Labor gov- 
ernment in Britain and some of 


(continued in third column) 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


written by the Archbishop of Vienna containing his declaration of co- 
operation. This clergyman’s letter to the nazi gauleiter closed by say- 
ing: “I know that by this declaration a good collaboration between us 
will follow. With expressions of my greatest esteem and Heil Hitler! 
Signed, Th. Cardinal Innitzer.” 

Now the Yugoslav Archbishop has been for years a very close 
associate of the Archbishop and Cardinal of Vienna, and the Yugo- 
slav prelate was tried for collaboration with the nazis, which is what 
the Vienna Church head said he was hoping and seeking to develop! 
This occurred in addition to charges of forced conversion to Roman 
Catholicism of peasants formerly members of the Greek Orthodox 
Church,—charges substantiated by testimony of the Roman Catholic 
Yugoslav charge d'affaires in London. 

Your good Catholic neighbor, who is just as sincerely Christian 
and democratic as you are, has had no part in this and no responsi- 
bility for it. The real hope is that the democratic influences of Amer- 
ican Catholics may increasingly influence the larger church policies 
against such Vatican action as today is familiar in Spain, Latin Amer- 
ica and elsewhere in the world where religious freedom does not 
exist and where tyrannies—as acute in many ways as those in the 
Soviet Union—are found. Many progressive Catholic laymen are fully 
aware of this background and for years have been quietly campaigning 
for a greater representation of the spirit of American Catholics in 
Vatican policy. The Vatican has been for centuries a monopoly of the 
Italian and Spanish churchmen. That a reform within the Church has 
been gaining ground is clearly evidenced in the recent appointments 
of many new cardinals from the western hemisphere. 


RMIES AND PEACE. It is of great importance to note that, ac- 

cording to high-ranking officers of the United Nations, aboli- 

tion of national military forces and establishment of a single inter- 

national force under the United Nations is the only sure way to con- 

tinuing peace. As long as national military forces exist, say these ex- 
perts, the possibility of war exists. One general put it this way: 

“If the members of the United Nations really want peace, there 
is no reason why they cannot have it. But they then must be willing 
to sacrifice a portion of their national sovereignty by agreeing to abol- 
ish their national military establishments, maintaining only such forces 
as would be necessary for internal policing activities.” 


ATERWAYS AND PEACE. Here is an acid test of all the 

talk about peace by world leaders. The UN military commis- 
sion was started by these leaders with the avowed intentions outlined 
above and was given wide publicity when they were trying to win 
popular support to the UN cause. Now that the UN is started and 
operating, it is well known that neither the United States nor Britain— 
to say nothing of Russia—is willing to agree to this international mili- 
tarization. 

How much farther and deeper this deception of the common 
people of the world goes can be revealed in a brief examination of 
the Dardanelles question, where the threat of war now hovers. There 
are four strategic water gates in,the world, Gibraltar, the Suez, the 
Panama Canal and the Dardanelles. Under the UN peace plans, all 
of these water ways should be internationalized and put under the 
control of a UN commission to prevent them from being used by any 
one power or allied powers to monopolize trade or to promote con- 
ditions that lead to war. 

Yet when Russia moved out to gain control of the Dardanelles, 
as Britain controls Gibraltar and the Suez, the United States and 
Britain made it clear that they will go to war to prevent such a devel- 
opment. The Russian demands for control of the Dardanelles are un- 
just and unfair, but such demands are no different than what the 
United States and Britain already demand be accepted as part of the 
status quo. We are secretly pledged to go to war to prevent another 
nation from doing what we have already done and intend to keep on 
doing. 

The Russians should not have the Dardanelles. Those strategic 
straits should be internationalized—but so also should Gibraltar, 
Suez and Panama. All the fine phrases about peace which the people 
hear from politicians and statesmen can’t mean much until we are 
prepared to get down to the facts and issues that really cause war. 





India’s Moslems 
(continued) 
their agents in India were directly 
responsible for encouraging the 
activities of the Moslem League in 
order to provide a counter-balance 
against the Congress, which was 
and is the body challenging British 
imperialism in India.” 

In other words, Mr. Gandhi 
states that the Moslem resistance 
against the Independence move- 
ment has been strengthened and 
stirred up by agents serving the 
invested imperia] interests in In- 
dia. To support his position, he 
points to the fact, little known 
in America, that there are mil- 
lions of Mohammedans who do not 
belong to the Moslem League or 
sympathize with its obstructionist 
policies. 

“If it were not for secret British 
support and the activities of Brit- 
ish agents, the Moslem League 
would be no problem!” declared 
Mr. Gandhi. 


Colored Nurses 


The American Nurses’ Associa- 
tion recently voted to take into 
its membership qualified Negro 
nurses who have been barred from 
state nurses’ organizations in the 
South because of racial discrimi- 
nation. These colored nurses, hav- 
ing received their membership in 
the ANA, will now be able to 
claim the full privileges of their 
membership from the state organ- 
izations that have hitherto shut 
them out. 


Pardon for CO’s 


President Truman is fond of 
saying that he is a Christian lay- 
man, We hope he means it. He 
now has a chance to demonstrate. 
There are 1,500 conscientious ob- 
jectors still in prison, and 4,500 
more who were in prison and are 
still deprived of their civil rights. 
These men should receive ful] par- 
don and the restoration of their 
rights. 

We have been freeing thousands 
of nazis who fought against the 
United States and equal numbers 
of Japanese militarists. Many of 
these former enemies against Am- 
erica have been put in positions 
of authority by our occupational 
government because we consider 
them the victims of circumstance. 
Yet our own government at home, 
based upon a Constitution that 
boasts as its highest right the in- 
dividual conscience, still continues 
to penalize the young men who 
took their stand on that Constitu- 
tion in their opposition to the 
world-wide crime of war. 

Whether cr not we agree with 
the CO’s is beside the point. The 
question is, does the President and 
politicians who surround him con- 
sider the Constitution an instru- 
ment of politica] manipulation or 
do they consider it the outline of 
American ideals. It will require a 
presidential pardon to restore con- 
stitutional rights to these CO’s and 
to effect their general release from 
prison. When will this action 
come? Is volitical expediency the 
point of judgment rather than jus- 
tice or Christian ideals? 





